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Constituency and Recursion in Language

Morten H. Christiansen and Nick Chater

Introduction
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k. refiection, most people would agree that the words in a sen-
nce

are not merely arranged like beads on a string. Rather, the
Words Eroup together to form coherent building blocks within a
Sentence Consider the sentence, The girl liked a boy. Intuitively,

€ chunks the girl and liked a boy constitute the basic components

of this sentence (compared to a simple listing of the individual
words or alternative groupings, such as the girl liked and a boy).
Linguistically, these chunks comprise the two major constituents
of a sentence: a subject noun phrase (NP), the girl, and a verb
phrase (VP), liked a boy. Such phrasal constituents may contain
two types of syntactic elements: other phrasal constituents (e.g.,







